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surprising in one so young, and which greatly endeared
him to the worthy preceptor.

Tom Jones, on the other hand, was not only deficient
in outward tokens of respect, often forgetting to pull
off his hat, or to bow at his master's approach, but was
altogether as unmindful both of his master's precepts
and example. He was indeed a thoughtless, giddy youth,
with little sobriety in his manners, and less in his coun-
tenance, and would often very impudently and in-
decently laugh at his companion for his serious behaviour.

SQUIRE WESTERN  IS  DIVERTED
Meantime, Tom has fallen in love with Sophia Western,
the daughter of a good-natured but hot-tempered Squire,
whose ignorance of book-learning is only equalled by his
passion for fox-hunting. Sophia returns Tom's affection,
but Squire Western has other plans for his daughter. Rather
than be condemned to marriage with Blifil, Sophia escapes
from home. Her father, with his retinue, sets out in pursuit.
The following extract shows how he was diverted from his
quest by another kind of chase.
The history now returns to the inn at Upton, whence
we shall first trace the footsteps of Squire Western; for,
as he will soon arrive at an end of his journey, we shall
have then full leisure to attend our hero.
The reader may be pleased to remember that the said
squire departed from the inn in great fury, and in that
fury he pursued his daughter* The hostler having in-